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T is an opinion among#t ſome , not ſo erronions 4s ignorant, 
that ( oppy-Bookss of this nature are of no validity, What 
 7c4/on they can alledge to ſtrengthen ſs fond 4 conceit, I 
know not ; ſure it is ſome private one,they are ſo loath to pro« 
duce it, For mine owne part, I ſee no reaſon why theſe that 
are graven ſhould not be as profitable to a Learner , as thoſe 
: that are meerely written;/0 they be exattly performed accor- 
ding to the natural ſtraine of a true Artiſt ; each Letter berg cut according to 

its rue propertion,and loſing not the life delizered in the Example. 
8 Certaine 


(rtaine I am , there is no man lining can write ſo exattly , but that 
exen in the writing of ſixe lines , hee himſclife ſhall bee conſcious to hinsſelfe of 
ſome imperfeftions : which , by direftions to the Graner ( being a good Wrkee 
man and careful ) may be eaſily helped and made perfett for imutation. Howbeit 
1 deny not, but that oftentimes the Grawer may wrong the Writer , if he be not ve- 
ry obſeruant in exery touch of « Letter : and the amends which he may make hins 
3 the well cutting of ſome one or two hands,will not counterwaile the credit which 
he ſhall loſe by his ill graning and natural! miſhaping of ſome few Letters in one 
very Example. ” 

For this Books enſuing, 1 know there are ſome ( through au enuious ( wrioſity, 
rather then a true Inigement ) which will herein finde many infirmities : yet let 
me tell them, it 1 an eafier matter to pry into the imperfettions of another, then it 
1s to amend their owne erronrs : and he that findes the greateſt faults, commonly 
« the unableſt to amend the leaſt ; ſince Art hath no greater enemy then Igno- 
rance. This 1s my glory; That I hae not plaid the Theefe with any man, (though 
5 were 51 my power to haue done it, ) But quicquid ſcripli,ſcripſi : wharſoener 
Thaue written, I hawe done it msy ſelfe : For 1 would be much aſhamed , that any 
man ſhould thinke , I had beene brought vp in a place of ſuch ſcarcity ,and under 

fo bad a Maſter or that there were m me ſuch 4 pomerty that I muſt needs goe 4 

thiening for my chill, I thanke God there is nothing in it , which I ans not able 
vpon an inſtant to better, And therefore if any man lift to be contentious let him 
be comentions ; bus let him not wrong him in hx doings , who is able ro doe _w 
by 


then bimſelfe : Iſpeake of thoſe that thinks themſelues excellent and paſt come 
pare , who indeed ( be their names nexer ſo famons ) beare about them but the 
ſhadow of Art. eAnd howſoexer the ſpirits of ſuch men are ſo eleugted and ray« 
ſed exen beyond themſelues,that they thinks baſcly of enery mans domgs but their 
owne ; though their conſciences tell them they are but 4s empty veſſels , which al- 
waies make the greateſt ſound, It ſpall ſuffice me, that (I) know what they hane 
in them,and how far their chyll extendeth; and ſo reſt my ſelfe contented till Time 
and Truth (the Tryers of all mens attions ) ſhall diſtribute to enery one according 
to his deſert. In the meane time , as this little Books hath found gracious accep= 
tation at the hands of hins to whons it was firſt prinately intended : So I hope it 
will baxe the approbation of all ſuch as are well diſpoſed , and beare affettion to 
ſoexcellent , commendable and _—— an Art : aſſuring them , that had I had 
m) right, I ſhould haue ginen them better content, and _ [atssfattion of the 
Pens perfeltion: As for (arpers and oner-curious-ry d men,1 paſſe not,as knows 
ing my ſeclfe enery way(withe Art I profeſſe) a — As that needeth not robe 
aſpamed. 

From my houſe in Buſh-lane neare 
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T he Pens Excellency. 


He Profeſſion of the Per ar this day being ſo vniuer- 
fall, and the ProtelJors themſelues tor the moſt part fo 
ignorant , and inſufficient ro yndertake fo worthy 2 
function ; rogether with the defireI haue ( according 

# to my ſmall calent ) co benefit ſuch as are, or would 

) be Practitioners in that commendable Artof Farrt 

SS SEW WRITING; were the onely motives that induced 
mee to manutetſt'vnto the view of the world, theſe few lines hereafter en- 
ſuing. Wherein beforeT enter into diſcourſe concerning the Arr it ſelfe, 

juemeleaue curſorily ro demonſtrate the mani-fold abuſes which are of- 

Fred vnto the Pen by a number of lame Pex-men ; whoas they doc in- 

rude themſclues into the ſociety of Artiſts , and vſurping the name of 

Pen-men, ſeeke detinere Artem int9norantia : ſo by their audacious brags 

end |ying promiſes , they doe ſhadow and obſcure both the excellency of 
the Per, and the dignity ofthoſe that are indeed true Profellors thereof, 

B 3 But 


1 Abuſe, 


ButI purpoſe not to heape vp all the abuſes which chey may be concei- 
ued ro otfer ynto the Pen; tor that were to loſe my ſelfe in an cndletle dife 
courſe : I will only point at a few which I hold to be the cluctett, and doe 
belong principally ro marter of Teaching : And thoſe [ tindeto be foure. 
Firit, you ſhall obſerue that theſe Botchers, (tor they deſerue no berter 
title ) arc for the greateſt part of them of no{tanding , nor ever haue had 
any ground inthe Art, onely haue a cerraine contuted kid of writing, 
yoidee ther of Life , Dexterity, or Arricſelte; and yernotwicthitanding 
they profeile, and in their Bills ( clapr ypon cuery polt) promiſe to per- 
forme as much as any whoſoeuer, For ler any man obſerue cheir Ly-bills, 
( for ſo I may very well rearme them ) and he ſhall ſce how hiberall they 
arein rheir promiſes this way , profeſling ro teach any one ( nor ftandin 
the capacity of the pupill ) ro write a fufhcient hand ina nad 
ſome of them doe (ay , in a forenight, Yet, if they d:d but fay ſoit were 
tollerable, when as they chemſclues , ( 1 dare be bould to athrme tir ) may 
goe ſo long to Schoole to learnealittlea, and yer nor arrains co thetrue 
rouch thereof, bcing fitter for other Mechanicall occupations ( wherein 
ſomeofthem, ro my knowledge, haue beene brought vp ) then for the 
Profeſſion of this ſo curious an Art, Whoſe tings ( it they come to the 
touchſtone of Art , which cannot erre, and othe tudgement of Artiſts, 
who ſeldome aredeceiued ) will proue lame and ſchoole-boy-like. And 
alchough in ſome of their doings , there may ſeeme in the eyes of the igno- 
rant, 


rant, to be xthewof Art: howbeit ravtane abſannt « perfettione , 
ab ignaria animi magnitude , They come as farre ſhort of thoſe that haue 
the leaſt skill,as they doe of Perfetion. 
Next , whereas we that are Pex-men hold this as a Maxime inthe Arr of , Abaſt, 
Writing, Toycecld arcaſon of cuery thing we doe, ( ſince plus aprd nos vere 
ratio valet, quam vulgopinie ) why , theſe ignorant Profeſſors are ſo rea- 
ſonletle in a}l their workes , both of Writing and Teaching, that ir is im- 
poſlible for thoſe whom they reach, or that imitate their doings , to reape 
any bencfit by them , Reaſon being a ſecond Schoolemaſter to bring a 
man to knowledgein any Art he delires to prattiſe. And certainely (ex- 
periencete!ls me that ) in the marter of teaching, nothing is more auniles- 
ble to a learner, then the demonſtration of Reaſon. So that herein ap- 
peares the ſecond abuſe , inchat theſe men, being not ableto yeeld a rea- 
fon of that they profetlc, doe neucrtheletle ( Parrat-like) boaſt of their 
zkill, and in cher papers giue out vauncing ſpeeches , as if ſo be they were 
the onely fellowes a would (as we ſay) beareaway the bell : whereas if 
a man take a view of any of their workes or writings , be ſhall find therein 
ne appearanee cither of Truth, Reaſon or Art : but on the contrary , ſuch 
wa ſuffe az he would rather imagine it to be the ſcratching of a Hen, 
chen the worke of a profeft Pen-man. 


Thirdly, ( becauſe I would bebricfe) by theſe their (yerlyi 7, 
wn. ated Dk 
wv 


promaſes)they dv the eyes of the common ſort, who are 


4 Abwſe. 


with nouclrics and ftrange deuiſes , though they appeare in nething bur 
vaine oltentations , then with the ſoundnetle of 1udgement and exquilite- 
netle of 5kill,wherewith Artiſts are indued. For 1s ir not a common thin 
amongſt chem, as well in their re{1dence abour this famous Ciry ( a 6 
God knowes {warmes with tnem )a$1n their curriculer Progrefles over all 
places in this king lome ; ro carry about them, yea and to fer in open yiew 
the writings and Tables of other men, and attrme they are their owne ? 
] appeale ronone but ro my owne experience herein z howbert I am per- 
ſwaded diners others (and wich I know to) w:li concurre with me in this 
truch. And what1s this , thinke you , but dec-prio 24/36 , a blinding of the 
world with {hewes of whar they are not ? 

Laitly, they doe alfo hinder the commodity of thoſe that goeas far be- 
yond them in excellency of writing,as the Sunne exceeds the Moone, and 
that two waies, : 

Firſt , by their baſe and ignominious carriage of themſelves in cheir as- 
cuſtomary coſening,wherby men take occaſion to concetue (011! of orhers 
ef the ſame Profeſſion, that it is almoſt impoſſible for any one(do or mean 
ke neuer ſo well,)rohaue entertainment where they haue becne before. 

And ſecondly, by the multitude of them , which 1s ſo great that a man 
can go into no corner of this City , but he ſhall ſee and heare of a world of 
ſquirting Teachers , not one of them almoſt worthy to carry a Pex-mans 
Inck-horne after him, much leiſe to beare thenawie of 2good Pen-man. 
Diuers 


Diuers othcrabuſes thergare which theſe men offer vnto the excellency 
of the Pezand Pen-men: Bur left I ſhould ſceme prolix n ſo flight an argu+ 
ment,[ will. here leaue them to the cenſure of the skiltull,and to thoſe The 


2 


totheir coſt haue made rryall of them. Forafinuch as my mtent is not ſo. 


much to detect rhe iolly of thoſe ynworthy Protctlors (which is paipenes 
enough to cuery one)as to entreat of the Arr it ſelte,reducing all char 1 en- 
tend co ſpeake in commendation thereof,ynto theſe three heads : 


2 To the Excellencie 
3 Tothe Diwnerſinie d 


Firſt, for the Antiq:ity of ir. Some affirme that the vſe of this Art was 
found our in the very infancy of the world : and that Enoch the feauenth 
from Adam had «kill cherein;For Toſephus credibly reports,that one of the 
Prophecies which £och wrote on pillers'6f ſtone , remained even 1n his 
rime;or arleaſt ſome ruine thereof, Bur others doe aſcribe thoſe pillers to 
Seth, who liued before Enoch. Howſocuer, if it were bur as ancient as the 
Law,it carries with it age enough. | | 

As forthe Art of Primting, which came vp but yeſterday{in compariſon) 
and is now in mnuch requelt , that can no way blemiſhthe Art of Wrizmg, 
foraſmuch as W;izing is the Prefident by which Printing is effected, and 


therefore the more worthy. For as we fay in Arichmeticke , Oxt of the 
grearer 


C 1 Tothe eAnnquitie 
c thereof, 
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1 Part. 
lofeph. 6b. 4. 
de Amnquit, 


greater the leſſer is ded d: Sothat,tharwhence the deduRion is made, is 


2 Part, 


3 Deſideri, 


2 Neceſſitatg 


An Anſwer 
10 4 COMMON 


Obvettion, 


reater then the dedudtion it ſclte, 

I ſhall not needero argue much vpon the Antiquityof this Art , inre- 

d ofthe yniverſall knowledge thereof, What worthy and notsble a&s 
were heretofore done by any,either Diuine,Morall, Legall or Martiall,but 
werereſcrucd to after-ages by the meanes of #71ring ? And I wonder how 
we ſhould cuer have attained to any kind of learning , had wenot had the 
ſcrols of our learned fore-tathers to peruſe and looke into, as alſothe holy 
Scriprures, {« quibus ſunt omnes theſaurs ſapientte ac [crentia recondsts ? 

Thenext thing ro be cntreated of is the Excellency of the Art of # rite, 
which doth cutdencly appearc in theſe two things : 

Firſt, in the carneſt delire that all men for the moſt part haue to artaine 
ynto it: for thoſe things which arerare and delectable, are ſought for and 
purſucd of all men,thar's a rule in Nature:Now the Art of #7ng is amoſt 
excellent and delectable Art,and therefore of all men much deſired, 

Secondly , the. Excellency appeares inthe Neceſlicy thereof: for it is 
necelſary for all {you know):o write ; and thoſe that cannot, finde what a 
multirude of inconucniences doe come vpon them for che want of it. And 

crein (by the way) ſuffer me not to giue conniuence to that vngrounded 
pinion of many , who affirme #7ngto be alrogerher vnneceſlary for 
women. If by it any foule buſineſſes are gontraed , and thereby much 
hurt cffeted;[s this to be laid ypon the Art it ſelfe?Or is not rather the ill 
diſpoſition 


diſpoſition of thoſe ts be charged herewith, who makeir the inſtrument, 
whereby they bring to pale cuill ations ? For not the vie burthe abuſe 
6fa thing is ir which makes it odious, If it were otherwiſe, why chen fouls 
impurcations may belaid ypon the beſt yertues , which of themſclues are 
immaculate. 

To be briefe, the Art of #/iting is ſo excellent , and of ſuch necellary 
vſe,thatnone ought to be without tome knowledge therein, lincethe ex- 
cellency of no Art wichout it can be made knowne or manifeſt. Andif 
any Art be commendable in a woman , ( I ipeake not of their ordinary 
workes wrought with the needle, wherem they excell)ir is ghis of F7irmgy 
whereby they, commonly hauing nor the beſt memories Feſpecially con- 
cerning marters of momenr ) may commit many worthy and excellent 
things ro Writing , which may occalionally miniſter yntochem matter of 
much ſolace. | 

Hereby alſo, the ſecrets that are and ought to be, betweene Man and 
Wife, Friend and Friend, &c. in cither of x an abſences may be confined 
totheir owne priuacy , which ( amongſt other things ) is not the meaneſt 
dignity. 

Laſtly.che practiſc of this Art is ſonecellary for women,and conſcquent- 
ly ſo excellent , that no woman ſuruiuing her husband , and who hath an 
eſtate lefrher , ought to be without the yſe thereof, ar leſt in ſome reaſo- 
nabl- manner: For thereby ſhee comes to a certainty of her cſtate , with- 

C 2 out 


F | 
out truſting to the reports of ſuch as are vſually imployedro looke inte— 
theſame: whereas otherwiſe for want of it , ſhe is ſubic&t to the manifold 
deceits now vicdin the world, and by thar meanes plungeth her (clte inte 
a multitude of inconueniences, 

Wherefore their opinion who would barre women from the yſe of this 
exccllent faculry of W7utms , 1s viterly lame, and cannor by torce of argu- 
ment be maintained. 

And although the Excellency of this Art {to ſpeake of the curiolity 
thereof )be ſomewhat ſhadowed by the dulnelle of ſome Mechanical {pt- 
rits, who ſeldgme haue $kill in any thing out of their @wne clement, that 
thinke #5tif#to be onely a hand-labour, and ſo they can write to keepe A 
dirty ſhop- booke,chey care for no more; neuer eltecming the commenda- 
ble manner of faire and orderly Writing, which ought in all bulinelle ro be 
obſerued , as wellin keeping of Bookes for Merchants and others, as in all 
kinde of Engroſmeats, appertaining to the Law,&c: Tet notwithſtandin 
the ſplendor & grace of writizg ſhines moſt excellently 1n the ſcrols of skif 


Fall Artilts, as in the writing of ſome may appeare tothe that haue inſight, 


And what ſhould I fay ofthe Excellency of this Art?Is it not one of the 
hands bywhich not only this, but al other common-wealths ar evpholden? 
The key which opens a pat age tothe deſcrying and finding out of innu- 
merable treaſures: T he handraeid tromemory?T he Regiſter and Recorder 


-ofall Arts? And the verv mouth whereby aman familiarly conferreth with 


his 


his friend, though the diſtance of thouſands of miles be betwixt them ? 

Infinite other things might be ſpoken concertiing the ExceHlency of this 
Art of Friting;and where faile in the ſerting forth thereof, afſiſt me with 
your manifold imaginations. 

The third and laff thing to be diſcuſſed of in commendation of this Art, 3 Part. 
is the Dixerfty thereof. 1 meane the divers kinds of hands which are now 
viedamong vs. For although they all goe vnder the name of writing; yet 
they are he diſtinguiſhed according tothe diuerfity of them. Howbcir 
my purpoſe is not to clog my diſcqurie with an enameration of every idle 
hand that may be written: for that were abſurd, and our of the element of 
a Pex-man. I will only entreat of thofe which are the principall;and wher- 
in the moſt Art, the greateſt curioſity, and the rareſt dexterity of the Ar- 
riſt is co be manifeſted: and they are theſe which follow,vsz, 


#ſ1 Secretary. 
J 

| 2 Baſtard-Sacretary , or Text. 

3 Roman. | 

4 Italian, 

Coprt. 

| 5 
16 C hancery. 


Ofeach of which I will briefly ſpeakeſomeyhat , oneiy by way of di- 
C3 ſtinion 


* - >IS - "4 
"IIEditirs 


ſtintion,in regard { would not willingly weary the Reader with ſuperflu- 
- ous circumitances,or decaine him long trom that which followerh, 

3 Secretary. Forchefirſt , 242; the Secretary , which 1s ſo tearmed ( as I conceiue) 
I partly becaule ic is the Secretaries common hand; and partly alſo, becauſe 
| | tis che onely vſuall hand of England, for diſpatching of all manner gf bu- 
netles for che moſt parc, whatſocuer, 

| | I might adde hereunto the ſuper-excellency of this hand , inreſpett of 
| - any other hand ; for that the yery denomination thercot , imports ſome 


things 1n 1x that are not calily ro be found out. And true :t 15,that whoſoe- 
Wil Secretarins 4 uer doth. practule it (according tothe tfue nature of ir )ſhall perceiue there- 
| [earetis. in many {ecret and {ubxill patſages of the hand, which tew, bur thoſe that 
 hauvebene well grounded therein by a true Ariufſtareablero comprehend: 

bur I affect breuiy, : 

To ſpeake of the kindes of Secyetary,is (in theſe daics) no cafie matter: 
for ſome hauc deuifed many,and thoſe ſo ſtrange and diſguiſed  thar there 
1s hardly any truc ſtrame of a right Secretary inghem, For minc owne part, 
| make diftinction berwix:t the Sert, Facill, 2nd Faft hand:, of which three 
I ſhall{God willing)by and by propoſe ſome tew examples, 

2 Baftardſe- Thenextis Baſtard-Secretary, and fo named by the belt , becauſe ir is 
| cretary. gotren of the Secrerary , as thoſe that haue any skill may perceiue, This 
| 1 15a Hand not fo viuall as theformer ; yet of great validity , and for diuers 
| purpoſes exceeding gracctull;as tor Engrotſements,Epitaphs for nn, 
41: ictles 


Titles of Bookes, and mary other vſes , which would bee too tedious: or 
me here torecire. | 

The third is &:-724nr , which hath his denomination from the place 
where (ic ſeemes) it was brit wnrren, viz: Rome. A hand of great account, 3 Kagans : 
and of much vſc 1n this Realme, c{pccially in the Vniuerkics : and it is 
conceiued to be the ealicft hand chat 1s written with Pen,ang co be taught 
in the ſhorteſt cirme: Therefore it is viſually raughe to women , for as much 
as they ( having not the pacienceto take any grear paines , belides phan- 
raſticall and humorſome ) mutt becaughe thac which they may inſtantly & 
learne? otherwiſe they are vncercaine of their proceedings , becauſe their 
minds are(vpon light occaiion )ealily drawne trom the firſt reſolution. 

The fourth 1s /r-/:.n , a h4»9 in nature nor much different from Reman, 4 Italian, 
but in manner and forme, of much incongruity chereunto. This is a baad 
which of late js growne very vivall,and is much aftetted by divers: for in- 
deed,it is a moſt excellent and curious hand, and to be wrirren with ſingu- 
lar command of hand;elfe it will appeare but very ragged and vile ;zand if 
the Pen be taken off in coniun&tion of thelerrers,it is neither approucadle, 
nor Pen-man-like,but meere borching,which is dereſtable. 

The fift is Comrt-hand; ſo called, tor that it is of great vicin thoſe tv:o 
famous Courrs of the Kings Bench , and { ommon Pleas, It is a hand fome- 
whar difficult to write well, and hee that continually writes ir , may hap- 
pilycome to perfection in that ; but for other hands(if he could wricene- 
yer 


5 Comnrt, 


- 
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» more gracefull then the { owrt , and equally difhculc. It hath a kinde of 


uerſo KO hyn never looke to write any of them well: farit js able to 

marre them all.] am not reafonlefle in this opinion, bur able(vneo any thar 
leaſe)ro producethe caulc. 

: Thelait is {hancery, which cuery man knowes to be written no where 

but in the High Comrt of Chancery, and in other Othces which haue refe- 

rence thereunto. I am of opinion, that this hand bung well written, is far 


mixture of the Court and Baſtara-Secretary i it,which any man of judge- 
ment may caſ1ly percciue. 

There are two kinds hereof, the Sert and Faſt; the difference berweene 
chem is nor little,as they rhat are Clerks well know. 

Thus much, or rather thus little, I thought good to deliuer ,rouching 
che Antiquity, Excellency,and Diney/ity of the Art of W/ritine. 

Now here ſhall follow certaine peeces and Examples of the fixe feuera! 
heads before mentioned ; wherein I hawe endeauored to hit my felte with 
extraordinary matter for coppies z holding it an abſurd*thing m a good 
Pen-man to make choice of ſuch fuſtian ſuffe,, as tiizny doe, onely co ſet 
out their Coppies,and make the writing to ſeeme gracctull tothe ete. Alſo 
I hauc laboured to be fo perſpicuous mm the nature of euery hand , as thar 
the meaneſt may inutate me,and reape ſome benefit by me. 


. 


Thus 


Thus from the gate or entrance, I hane brought you into the houſes 
where you haue (een ſundry ornaments and peeces of Art:and now (it you 
bc not weary )goe with me into one roome more,and there take a view of 
the implements and tooles , with which you mult worke, if you meane to 

roue a Pen-man; and learne how you are to vie and handle them. Bur 
Lebare we enter , ſteppe a(ide with me, and I will giue you notice of cer- 
raine obſervarions , which arc nece(lary co be knowne of every oncthat 
will prattiſe this Arr, 


"I __—_— 
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Obſeruations for writins. 
- © 


| Pie one that intends either to be a Teacher of others, or a PraQti- 
tioner for himſelfe ; ought ro know that in che Art of Letters, or 
Wriging, three things are to be obſerued,vz. 

: Ratio, 

2 Modis, 

Z Species, 


"The former whereof,which is Reaſon, hath reference tothe ynderſtan- Grnerddy. 


ding,and doth moſt of all concerne the ſpeculative part of Frauing. 
The two latter, viz, the manrer and ſoape ( which of cuery letter 
D 


through. 


Cr OS 


throughout the Alphabet is to be obſerued)dorh conliſt in the carriage of 
the hand;and theie are the practique parrs of Writtns, 


If Particularly, ©. Firlt , the Reaſon rounry jerter mult be found our ; as why ſuch alerter 
Till r Ratio. © being made chus and thus , ſcemes more gracctul! then being made fo and 
i! ſo. Likewiſe,as for cuery Ictter,and che leaſt rouch with the Pen, a reaſon 
Bil mult be giuen:Soir 1511 the coniunttion, knitting or toyning rogecher of 


ud theletters ; Why the Pen muſt here be taken off, and wh there nor r#- 
ken off ? why the nacure of chis letter will admir hetaking off ot che Pen; 
and why the nature of that leiter doth! require the contrary. T hee things 
muſt be reſolued ro the learner , by Reaton ; elic how ſhall he vnderftand 
to write well : , 

G 5 SWORE, Nev he manzer of mak ery | - muſt be knowne te a a8 

Next, the manzer of making euery letrer muſt be knowne too, For it 
2 Scholer be raught to frame his letters atter an 111. corrupt and contrary 
:. b; way : Ir caunot be that hce ſhould cucr write well, Ang alrhough per- 
"| chance ſome doe write ſufficient and lerniceable h1ands , thatncuer were 
: 
k 


= <7 Go_— wo 


taught the crac way of traming their Caracters ; Yer norwichſtanding 
what they doe,they/ as wee ſay ,doe by roate,not vnderſtanding . or con- 
cciuing how to write, For | dare vndertake, that fuch as hane nor beene 

r1zhtly grounded herein, are neuer able co know or indge of the good - 

nelſeor badnetle of a letter. Therefore ir were co bee willicd,, chat men 
| would retrame from cheſe Botchers thar ſpoyle fo many,and brirtg vpſuch 
[| Lmulcirude of Scriblers, nor ht for any mans imployment : aud that &s 4, 


-ould 


would/nor ſt2nding vpon che p2y,as many ignorant perſons do)pur their 
youth ro ſuch as are able to tezch,and are knowne to be good Pen-men. 
Laſtly, as the reaſon and the mz of cuery Leiter is to be obſerued : 10 
the ſape(which wiucth life and ſprit ro writing mutt be knowne alfo:tor 3 Species. 
cheremthe very lubſtance of W1itizg contifterh, : 
Hercin aman ought co be very wary and circumſpett , concerning the 
carriage of his Pen : that 15, that hee doe nor preſſe vpon that parr of the 
letter which requires a fauourabletouch;nor be ſparing in thar pare which 
requires the contrary:for in eicher the ſþirzt of rhe letter 15 dulled and made 
blockiſh,ſo that the /h47e cannot then be good 


” — — — — — ——— — = _ =_ "= w a” — — - 


It ra! xot be anuſſc for trze alt rent Prattitioner. more p C14 3, to obſerne 
thele few briete Rules concernino Wyitino, viz. 
Cc WI 
1TIrſt, to fize his Fritng , that is , tomake the depth and fulnelle pro- 
porttonable. 

2 Then toobſeruc the whiter, for that's a mane marrer. 

3 Laſtly, ro keepean <quall diftance, as well herweehteletterandlerter, 
15 betweene word and word. 

Theſe three being che chiefeft things wherein the grace of w7itmg con- 


{iſterh, 
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In thenext place I hold ic necetTary to ſet downe certaine rules for the 
making and holding ot the Pex, with other things chereunto appertaining, 


Ot [crnations er rules for the making of the Pen, 


Frer you hauc gotten you a good Pen-kmife well edg'd and ſmooth'd 
vpon a hoane,and gvod ſecond quils,exther of Goole or Rauen,lcra- 
ped wich the backe of your knite,begin to make your Pen thus : 

1 Firſt, holding your quill che right fide vypwards,cut off about the third 
parc of it Ha; along to the end. 

2 And turning it on the backe ſide, cut off the very end of it aſloape ; 
which being done,it will be torked, 

3 Then, holding ir till on che backe , make alittle cut in che very midft 
of the quill. 

4 When you haue done ſo, take the end of your knife if it have a pegg, 
or elſe another quill, and make a (lit vp ſuddeniy,cuen inthe cut you gaue 
before. 

5 Which being done,turne your quill on the right ſide againe , and be- 
gi rocut alittle choughr abouethe {lir, on that {ide which is next your 
efr hand,and ſo continue cucting by degrees, ci]l you thinke you haue ſuf- 
ficiently cut that ſide. But herein you muſt bee very wary you cut nor off 
roo much of the flirt z for then your pen will be too hard , and if you leaue 

x00 much alſo,it will be ouer ſoft, 
6 Then 


6 Theneuen againſt the place you beganne to cut the firſt ſide, cut the Note that jf 


other likewile , ull you haue made them both of an equall chiunetle : and yo quill ( as 
many haue ) 


then crying it by lifting vp theſlic vpon the naile of your thumbe, you ſhall we Bis x 
- ; 00 ; you 
ſee whether it be too tofc or too herd : it either , bring it ro a meaneby ad- ,ce;g pare iron 


ding more {lit toit,if you feeir be roo hard;or by taking ſome away,it you the back thinly, 


perceiue itto be too (of. to take them a- 
way. 


Laſtly,herein lies the difficuley,wiz.in thenibbing ofthe Pen : wherein *?! 
I obſerue this rule,thar placing it on the naile of my thumbe,or middle fin- mage Oe 
ger,] hold my knife ſomewhat ſloaping, and cur the end of the ibbe,nor the pen 6.2 
quite off , but before my knife come oft, I turne him downe-right, and ſo be done arence 
cut thenibbe cleane a;vay,on both ſides alike; contrary to thar old yulgar thoughirſeeme 
rule , Dextrapareperne,c, Now if my pen bero writefull, I cutottſo © -— 
much the more of the ntbbezit {mall,ſo much the letlc, on Yaonerecs 
Obſeruations for the holding of the Pez. _— 
t O!d vour Pen berweene your thumbe, your fore-finger , and your 
middle-finger : 24z. with the top of your thumbe , the bottome or 
lower part of your forchnger, and the toppe or vpper part of your middle 
finger. 

2 Andlet your other two fingers ioyneto the rel? a little chovght with- 
in them ; ſuffering none of your fingers with which you hold the Pen, to 
touch paper:for that is [he proper office of the fourch and htcle fin er5,by 
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which the ftrength of the others is4naintained, 

3 Laſtly,for che ri ght vſage of the Pen, when you can hold ir; you ſhall 
obſerue, thar ir ought! to be held directly vponthe full:for that is moſt pro 
per, being that chenib of the Pen mutt be cut even , otherwiſe it is fub:c&t 
to ſpatter, Howbeit, I deny nor, but in the fe rching of any compatle, ir 


"Mil | mult be held a little incl! ning ro chelef: ide : for ſoche Pen w: Il ctue Full 
ill where it ſhould.,and ſmall al{o where 1s requit wh 
[11 A Camcat N har the P 1{t b 1d rently in the hand , v ori 
tt | ote, that the Pen muſt be he very gent ly in the hand, without gri 
y || ping, becauſe of two inconueniences which come thereby, 
"Mz ' 1 The onets.that the command of han; d wh ich orherwiſe by che ealie 
| holding thereof 15 ro be attained)1s heret>y virer y loft, 


2 The other 13, that by el ills or! p! ng, or | ard F oldi ng of the Pen , 4 man 
1s kept from a ſp: eedy difpat >< of thathe gocsebour to write ; boch which 
2re mainc enemies to Clerke- Ike wrinn g, 


M. B. hs priate opinzon « oncerning Pen-manſhip. 


Irſt, itis a moſt abſurd and hateful! quality, to vie any manner of 
borch ing in the Arr of ting; yea, though itbe in a letter of the 
| T greateſt yncertainty. 
2 Apaine, I am of opinion,that alchough in the writing ot ſome Hana;, 
(as 


( as of the Sert Secretary and ſome ocher ) it benow and then tollerable to 
take off the Pen in comunction of the letters, tor the more formall writing 

thereof : yet that in the Faci!, bur eſpecially , inthe Faſt Secretary, it is 10 

iniurious to the perfection of Clerke-like writing, that ] cannot free him 

thar vſethit,from the impuration of a meere Botcher, 

3 Thelike opinion doel retaine of thoſe , who muſt write euery thing 
that is to be performed in any reaſonable faſhion, and with credir, with or 
by a {me : for therein they ſhew chemſelues rather Carpenters then Wri- 
ters , and cannot ( in the 1udgement of Artiſts ) bertghtly cearmed good 
Pen-mcen, 

4 Alſo ( in my tudgement ) he canngt be reputed a:good Pcx-man tha 
is not able ypon an inſtant,with any Pez, /zke,or Paper,and mm the preſence 
ob whomſocuer,to maniteſt ſome skill: Being that the rare & abſolute qua- 
liry of the Pen , con{ifteth nor in che painting , pricking forth, and tedious 
writing of [1xe lines priuately in a mans Study, with the beſt implements : 
but a {weet command of hand,and a certaine concetued preſumption, 

5 Laſtly,to vſc any ſtrange, borrowed,or inforc'd tricks and knots, or 
abour writing , other then wich the celerity ot the hand areto be perfor- 
med, is rather ro ſer an inglorious glolle vpon a {imple peece of worke, 
then ro giue a comely luſtre to a perfect patrerne ; they being as vnnatural! 
toWritingas a {urfet is toa temperate mans body, 
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